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Alliance addresses daily attendance

MADISON—Addressing daily attendance head on, State Superintendent Elizabeth Burmaster introduced
a broad-based task force that is working to understand school attendance issues and plan an Aug. 25
summit to focus community solutions on the problem of truancy in Milwaukee.

Joined at today’s press conference by Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett, Milwaukee Common
Council President Willie Hines, Milwaukee Public Schools Pupil Services Director Ada Rivera,
Milwaukee School Board President Peter Blewett, and other community leaders, Burmaster outlined
statutory requirements for convening a truancy committee, and spoke of the shared commitment needed
to address the issue. The “Alliance for Attendance” will collaborate on uniting the community to improve
school attendance in Milwaukee. The summit will include students and parents; members of the faith
community; business and community leaders; school representatives; the District Attorney, police
department, and circuit and juvenile courts; social services representatives; and other stakeholders in
developing strategies to reduce truancy.

“I listened to more than 200 students in schools across Milwaukee to hear what they think can be
done about lifting attendance in MPS,” Burmaster said. “At each of the 11 roundtable sessions, students
were inspirational about how they overcame very difficult conditions in their homes and neighborhoods
to be successful in school. Some told me they would be the first in their families to graduate. Others spoke
of concern for their future and the futures of their friends and families. Still others told us they skipped
because they didn’t feel safe going to, or being at school. These are issues we must address.”

Milwaukee has about 11 percent of the state’s student enrollment, but accounts for more than
50 percent of the state’s truancy rate. School attendance in Milwaukee tends to decline as children

progress through school with an elementary school attendance rate of 93.1 percent; middle school,
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87.4 percent; and by high school, average school attendance of 79.5 percent. Habitual truancy makes it
more likely that students drop out, further distancing young people from lifetime educational, career,
and community success.

The Aug. 25 truancy summit will develop specific strategies and recommend community

resources to combat truancy, including efforts to

* create expectations in the school and community that students will be in school
and are missed when absent,

» create environments that help students feel successful, no matter how small the
steps,

» make school a place where students feel safe and respected,
* make students feel welcome in school, and

* reduce temptations for students to become truant.

“No one group can solve the problem of truancy. We must join together to make our schools
welcoming to all students and our communities safe for our children to grow. There is no better cause

than joining together to improve the lives and futures of our children,” Burmaster said.
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ATTACHMENT: A list of members of the “Alliance for Attendance: Working Together to Keep our Children in
School” follows.
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